
      This ultimate “big picture” dovetails with Dr. Maria Montessori’s 
holistic view of the child, which regards each human being as a 
uniquely endowed whole individual living a whole life in a whole 
world. Just as all aspects of a person’s life are intertwined, so are 
that person’s self, family, neighborhood, and global community 
interconnected. As Dr. Montessori herself once said:
      “Let us give the child a vision of the whole universe…for all 
things are part of the universe, and are connected with each other 
to form one whole unity.”
      And therein lies perhaps the most important aspect of WSMS’s 
mission: providing children with the skills and attitudes to become 
caring and responsible global citizens. Or, as Frances sums it up: “I 
wish everyone could be sent back to preschool to learn to think 
globally!”

Frances Rosenfeld is an historian with a PhD in European 
history from Columbia University. Her younger daughter, 
Nora, is three and is currently a student at WSMS; her 
older daughter, Rebecca, is a WSMS alum and is now in 
second grade at a public school on the Upper West Side.
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EDUCATING Global Citizens


