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NOW HIRING

WSMS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

West Side Montessori School, an independent preschool on
Manhattan’s Upper West Side, founded in 1963, seeks an ex-
perienced fundraising professional to serve as the School’s
first Development Officer.

West Side Montessori School

West Side Montessori School (WSMS) serves a diverse
group of nearly 200 learners ages 2 - 6 years and their 180
families. The School prepares children to be independent,
life-long learners ready to take their next educational steps at
a wide variety of independent and public schools.

The School also operates an internationally recognized
Teacher Education Program (WSMS-TEP) leading to Mon-
tessori certification at the infant and toddler, early childhood,
elementary, and administrator levels, as well as the endorse-
ment in Montessori Inclusion. WSMS-TEP also partners with
Manhattanville College to offer Masters Degree and New York
State teacher Certification programs.

The School has an annual budget of $9,000,000 and has
raised an average of $650,000 from parents, grandparents,
and alumni families in each of the past three years thanks
to the hard work and dedication of committed and energetic
groups of volunteers whose work has been overseen by the
Board’s Development Committee.

More information about WSMS and WSMS-TEP may be
found at www.wsmsnyc.org.

The Position

The Development Officer will be responsible for developing
and leading a full fundraising program: the unrestricted an-
nual fund, restricted giving for operations and endowment,
events, and, potentially, a capital campaign in the next sev-
eral years. This full-time position reports directly to the Head
of School, serves as a member of the senior administrative
team, and works closely with the Development Committee
and the Board of Trustees.

Requirements

» Minimum 3 - 5 years fundraising/events experience

» An entrepreneurial and team-oriented spirit

+ Ability to work independently as a self-starter

» Adesire to work with and harness the energy of
dedicated teams of volunteers

» A commitment to the mission and values of West Side
Montessori School

» At minimum, a BA degree

» A sense of humor

An Equal Opportunity Employer, West Side Montessori
School seeks candidates who will add to the diversity of its
school community. More than this, WSMS is expressly com-
mitted to becoming an anti-racist institution and calls on all
members of its community to join in this important work. In-
terested candidates should send a resume as well as a cover
letter outlining their readiness for this position to Mimi Basso,
Head of School (mbasso@wsmsnyc.org).
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IN MIMI'S VOICE

Dear families and friends of WSMS,
Whew!

It has been quite a year, and | am happy to tell you that we
made it through with flying colors.

There were a lot of challenges, not the least of which was ac-
commodating the DOH/DOE-imposed mandates on reduced
class size, distancing, mask-wearing and hyper-sanitizing.

With the expertise of a WSMS parent, skilled in creating mu-
seum displays, we transformed the gym into two beautiful,
light and airy classrooms. We installed plastic barriers in pub-
lic spaces, set up outside arrival and departure procedures,
cleaned and cleaned and cleaned some more! My deep grati-
tude to Amy Stoney, Shawn Cumberbatch, Vance Gordian
and Keith Alston for making this happen.

We followed the protocols of isolating each classroom pod,
not allowing any adults other than employees in the building,
children saying goodbye to their families at the front door, and
everyone wearing masks —it was amazing how easily the chil-
dren adapted to that! All employees tested weekly for COVID
and all were vaccinated by July 1!

Over the year we had only two incidents where a classroom
went to remote learning. And our teachers were well prepared.
During the summer, a talented group of teachers and admin-
istrators created “A Montessori Guide to Zoom Learning” (ex-

cerpted in last year’s Great Beginnings). Our goal was to pro-
vide a Montessori, differentiated, hands-on, remote learning
experience for children when necessary. Our teachers pro-
vided another exceptional year for our children, whether in the
classroom or at home on Zoom.

The PA quickly realized there could be no traditional Auction
this year, and they responded in a wonderful, creative and
MAGIC way! | could not be more impressed or more grate-
ful to the many volunteers who stepped up to this challenge.
Thank you for your very generous support of our fundraising.
Our participation rate (97%) was truly incredible!

I am filled with gratitude. Teachers, administrators, board
members, and parents were wonderful partners in this very
extraordinary yeatr.

Finally, | am happy to share with you a summary of our 2021-
2023 Strategic Plan. The school’s families and leaders un-
dertook a strategic planning process beginning in 2019. We
looked carefully at concrete ways to improve the life of the
child at WSMS, fortify our commitment to diversity, equity and
inclusion, and, then, how to navigate the unexpected in the
face of COVID-19.

Stay well!

i faans

Mimi Basso
Head of School



BOARD NEWS

ALETTER FROM THE
BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear WSMS community,

Last year at this time we managed to reopen the
school with lots of new protocols in place, and we
were hopeful that things would go well. Happily, they
did ... though it was certainly a very different year
than what we have experienced in the past.

There are so many people to thank for getting us
safely through the year. Key, of course, is our phenomenal Head of School, Mimi
Basso, whose confidence and decisive leadership inspired her awesome team to
address the issues from every perspective: the highest quality education, in the
safest possible facilities, with the strongest financial support. Our faculty main-
tained their goals for every child, while holding our values, ethics and kindness
at the center of all that they steward. Although the gym was beautifully converted
into two inspiring classrooms, our teachers took the opportunity to expand out-
door learning opportunities which the children really enjoyed.

| want to thank my fellow Board members for their steadfast leadership and com-
mitment to WSMS, and the PA Co-Chairs, Liz Martorella and Gillian Weindling,
for maintaining the fabric and identity of our community at a time when safety
requirements kept us apart. Our dedicated PA creatively re-imagined annual fun-
draising as WSMS Gives and, as you will see, our community responded with
care and extraordinary generosity.

With my deepest thanks to all of you, for all you have done and will do, and my
continuing best wishes for your health and safety.

W

Iva Mills
President, Board of Trustees
(Dashiel and Morgan, “16)
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2021-2022
WSMS BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

The primary responsibil-

ity of the Board of Trustees
is to see that the School

operates in the best inter-
ests of its students, teach-
ers, and parents. The Board
sets the purpose and poli-
cies of the School, ensures
its financial stability, plans
for its future, and hires the
Head of School, who is
responsible for the day-to-
day operation of the School.

lva Mills,
President

Iva Mills is the mother of twin WSMS alumni
(2016). Iva served as co-president of the
Parents Association for two years and as-
sisted with the Annual Fund, Auction, Spring
Fair and Admissions Committee. Iva grew
up in San Diego, CA, and received her BA in
political science from the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, and her JD from Ameri-
can University Washington College of Law.
Iva practiced law for ten years, first at a law
firm, primarily in the area of advertising and
marketing litigation, and later in-house litigat-
ing intellectual property disputes. Iva is also
a Trustee of Trinity School, serves on the Ac-
quisition Committee of the Studio Museum in
Harlem, and previously served as a Trustee
of Safe Horizon.

Myles Amend,

Vice President

Myles Amend is Associate
Head of School for Advance-
ment at Trinity School, where
he has worked since 2000.
Prior to that he served as Director of Devel-
opment and Finance at Rice High School in
Harlem; as Principal of Tampa Catholic High
School in Tampa, Florida; and as Associate
Director for Institutional Advancement and



Governance at the Museum of the City of
New York. He is a graduate of lona College
and holds master’s degrees in history from
New York University and in independent
school leadership from Columbia University
Teachers College. He is also a trustee of De
La Salle Academy and a past president of
the New York City Chapter of the Associa-
tion of Fundraising Professionals. Myles and
his husband, Marc Thomas, are parents of a
WSMS alumna who completed her two-year
career at WSMS in 2011.

Tim Daileader,
7 Vice President
-

Tim Daileader, the father of
Declan and Madeleine Dail-
eader (WSMS '14), and hus-
band of Maggan Daileader, is
a partner in Drivetrain, LLC, a fiduciary ser-
vices firm. Prior to this, Tim enjoyed a twen-
ty-four-year career in investment manage-
ment and research, and banking. Tim holds a
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) designa-
tion and serves as a director on several for-
profit boards, and previously on the College
Board of Advisors and in the Admission Am-
bassador program for Georgetown Universi-
ty. Tim graduated in 1992 from Georgetown
University where he was a Baker Scholar.

Mort Haque,
Treasurer

Mort Haque is a Partner and
Portfolio Manager at Gold-
’ enTree Asset Management,

an investment management
firm specializing in below-investment-grade
corporate and structured credit markets.
Prior to GoldenTree, Mort worked at Sound
Point Capital as a portfolio manager and at
Apollo Management in their capital markets
group. He spent a number of years as an in-
vestment banker at Bank of America and J.P.
Morgan in their leveraged finance and M&A
departments. He is a graduate of George-
town University (SFS) and Columbia Busi-
ness School. Mort is married to Henna Khan,
and they have two daughters who graduated
from WSMS.

Jennifer S. Conway,

Secretary

Jennifer S. Conway is a part-
ner at the law firm, Cravath,
Swaine & Moore, where she
- is a member of the Execu-
tive Compensatlon and Benefits Department.
She regularly advises public and private
companies on executive compensation and

employee benefits matters, principally in con-
nection with mergers and acquisitions, initial
public offerings and other business transac-
tions. Jennifer is a graduate of Georgetown
University and Columbia Law School. She is
also a member of the Steering Committee of
the Kate Stoneman Project, an organization
devoted to the advancement of women in the
legal profession. Jennifer and her husband,
Victor Manuel, have two daughters, both

WSMS graduates. Jennifer and Victor also
served as co-chairs of the first annual Fall
Festival.

Dana Bliss

Dana Bliss is Executive
Editor at Oxford University
Press, where he oversees a
. book publishing program in
social work and counseling.
Prlor to joining OUP in 2012, Dana worked at
Taylor & Francis, another scholarly publish-
ing company in New York. Dana was born
and raised in downtown Manhattan, and
began his educational journey at a Montes-
sori preschool in Tribeca, before attending
Friends Seminary and then Colgate Univer-
sity, where he earned his BA in philosophy
and classics. He is a Fellow of the Library of
America, a non-profit organization dedicated
to the publication and preservation of the
nation’s cultural heritage through America’s
greatest writing. At WSMS Dana has served
as co-chair of the Fall Festival, Class Rep
Coordinator, and class rep, and has pitched
in at the Auction and Hooked on Books
events. Dana and his wife, Saya, live on the
Upper West Side and are the proud parents
of two WSMS alumni, Nami (WSMS ‘17) and
Emi (WSMS ‘21).

Nadine Carroll

Nadine Carroll  currently
serves as the Academic
Dean and an 8th grade math
teacher at De La Salle Acad-
emy, the only private, inde-
pendent middle school in New York City for
academically talented and economically less
advantaged children. Nadine is responsible
for faculty development, communicating with
parents, and supporting the academic needs
of all students. Nadine has extensive experi-
ence in education starting with her work as
a Center Director in 2001 for a Kaplan Edu-
cational Center, to her role as a 5th grade
teacher and Lower School Chair at George
Jackson Academy, where she worked for 10
years. Nadine received a BA in Sociology
from Emory University, and a Master’s in
Childhood Education from Bank Street Col-
lege of Education, and is deeply committed

to the work of supporting the academic and
social needs of all children. Nadine is the
mother of two current WSMS students, and
married to Jimmy Carroll.

Nikki Chase-Levin

Nikki Chase-Levin is a re-
turning board member and
former parent who served
as the WSMS Events Direc-
tor for five years. A graduate
of Michigan State University with a BA in
Journalism, Nikki’s 25-year marketing career
started at an entertainment publicity firm in
Los Angeles in 1995, and continues here in
New York City. Nikki has worked for some of
the most recognizable consumer brands in
the marketplace, including Captain Morgan
Original Spiced Rum, Sony, Morgan Stanley,
Discover Card and Miller Brewing Company.
Her responsibilities included strategic plan-
ning for new and existing products, television
advertising development, marketing commu-
nications, public relations programming and
event planning. As the co-founder and presi-
dent of Straight Line Marketing, Inc.—her
independent consulting firm—she has coun-
seled clients such as Pepsi, Smirnoff, Dis-
covery Networks, and the lifestyle marketing
agency, MKTG. Nikki and her husband Dave
are the proud parents of Max (WSMS ‘14),
Zach (WSMS ‘16), and two 70-pound labs ...
Bubbles & Rocket!

Mary Pat Dowhy

8  Mary Pat Dowhy and her

| wife, Donna Canfield, are the
proud parents of Pierce, a
2020 WSMS graduate! Mary
Pat served for two years as
co-president of the WSMS Parents Associa-
tion, where she had the privilege of working
alongside the dedicated families and admin-
istrators of this wonderful school on so many
of its key initiatives, including the Auction, the
Fall Festival and the Admissions Committee.
Mary Pat received her BA from Fordham Uni-
versity and spent more than a decade work-
ing as a performer in theater, before moving
to Los Angeles to continue her career in film
and television. She returned to New York to
accept a position with a strategic marketing
firm, managing high profile clients such as
Absolut Vodka and MillerCoors. Mary Pat
served on the board of The Empire State
Pride Agenda, a statewide political advocacy
organization that championed LGBTQ rights,
including marriage equality. Mary Pat is hap-
py and grateful to continue serving WSMS as
a trustee alongside such valued friends and
community members.




Victoria Feltman

Victoria Feltman is a nutrition-
ist who specializes in family
and childhood nutrition. Vicky
is the Director of Partnerships
: and Programming at Green
Beetz, a food and environmental education
non-profit that provides a ready-to-teach cur-
riculum to educators. In addition to her work
with Green Beetz, Vicky teaches Food & Cul-
ture at Hudson County Community College
in Jersey City, NJ, and counsels patients at a
pediatrician’s office in Manhattan. Prior to be-
coming a registered dietitian, Vicky spent four
years as an editor at O, The Oprah Magazine,
and later worked as a restaurant publicist in
New York and Los Angeles. Vicky has a BA
in history from Cornell and an MS in nutri-
tion from NYU. Vicky and her husband are
the parents of George (WSMS ‘16), Oliver
(WSMS ‘19) and Simon (WSMS ‘21).

Joseph Gilbert

Joseph Gilbert is married to
Damaris Hernandez and is
the father of Mariana and
Ollie, both proud WSMS
alumni. He joined NYU Lan-
gone Health in 2015, after working in the
Preventive Medicine department at the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai (ISMMS).
He serves as a co-investigator for the NYU
Children’s Health and Environment Study
(NYU CHES), a longitudinal study examin-
ing the environmental influences on growth
and development of babies in utero, and the
NYU Factors Influencing Reproductive Suc-
cess and Time to Pregnancy Study (NYU
FIRST), a prospective cohort study aimed
at identifying environmental influences that
lead to difficulties in attaining and sustain-
ing a pregnancy to term. Joe graduated from
Bridgewater State University with a BS in bi-
ology, and from ISMMS with an MPH.

I ‘ 1 Steven Han is a Portfolio

| Manager at Quent Capital,

) an equities fund focused

3\ on global, small cap invest-

A ments, as well as a co-
founder at Sypher Capital, a special oppor-
tunities fund. Over the last 20 years, Steven
has been an investor and advisor, primarily
in the technology sector. Prior to his current
roles, Steven worked across public equities,
private equity, and management consulting.
Steven holds a BA from Stanford University
and an MBA from Northwestern University.

Steven and his wife, Gee Young Lee, cur-
rently live on the Upper West Side. They

have been active travelers over the years
and have lived in eight cities between the two
of them. Their daughter, Lina Han, graduated
from WSMS in 2021.

Natasha Kazmi

Prior to taking time off to raise
her family, Natasha Kazmi
spent fifteen years in a num-
ber of roles in the financial
services industry, ranging
from corporate banking to restructurings and
asset management, across diverse geogra-
phies like Pakistan, Indonesia and the U.S.
Natasha was a member of the 2014 WSMS

Online Auction Committee, a member of the
Admissions Committee, and chair of the An-
related to furthering girls’ education in Paki-
stan’s remote areas, and serves on Manhat-
tan’s Community Board 7. Natasha and her
of two WSMS graduates. She earned a BBA
and an MBA from the University of Karachi.
Scott Kim, are proud parents
of Grayson (Collegiate, 4th
grade) and Taylor (Brearley,
tive of Los Angeles, and also lived in San
Francisco for over a decade. Lilian has been
an active parent volunteer, serving as co-
on the Annual Fund Committee, and a mem-
ber of the Admissions Committee, and she
was active in various projects on the decor of
dising and Design at the Academy of Art Uni-
versity in San Francisco. Prior to taking time
off to raise her family, she worked in various
ing and production. Currently, Lilian designs
a line of children’s clothing and accessories,
in addition to working as a production stylist.
Nigel-Ann La Qua William-
son was born and raised in
Grenada, West Indies. She
University, and a BS and a BArch from the
Bernard and Anne Spitzer School of Archi-
tecture at the City College of New York. Prior
Ann spent nine years practicing architecture
at HLW International and GKV Architects in
New York City. She is currently working from

nual Fund. She is also involved in projects
husband, Qaisar Hasan, are proud parents
Lilian Kim and her husband,
¥

u Kindergarten). Lilian is a na-
chair of the Auction Committee, a volunteer
WSMS. Lilian received her BFA of Merchan-
roles at Gap, Inc., focused on merchandis-
-

i@ La Qua Williamson
holds an MBA from Columbia
to taking time off to raise her family, Nigel-
the Columbia Startup Lab to develop her own
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tech company. Nigel-Ann serves at WSMS
as a member of the Admissions Committee,
was a class representative for two consecu-
tive years, co-chaired the 2017 Sandsational,
and is actively involved as an alumni parent
volunteer. She also advises the ad hoc Real
Estate Committee for Grand St. Settlement,
and is an enthusiastic volunteer at the Hewitt
School and Hillsong Church. Nigel-Ann and
her husband, Marco Williamson, are proud
parents of two WSMS alumni, Ayn and Adi
Williamson, and Asa, who is excited to start
at WSMS in 2022.

Scott Li

Scott Li is a managing direc-
tor with CRG, a healthcare-
focused investment firm that
has committed over $4 billion
of assets. Scott has been
dedicated to the healthcare industry as an
investor, advisor, and executive for nearly
20 years. Prior to joining CRG in 2015, he
worked at Hammond Hanlon Camp and
Lazard Freres as an investment banker fo-
cused on mergers and acquisitions. He was
also previously the chief financial officer of
pingmd, a venture-backed health IT com-
pany. Scott serves on the boards of several
companies in the healthcare industry and
is active in the community. He and his wife,
Vernaliz, are committed WSMS volunteers;
they co-chaired the WSMS Bulb Planting
and Vern co-chaired the Fall Festival. A New
Jersey native and long-time resident of New
York, Scott lives on the Upper West Side with
his family, which includes both an alum and
a current student at WSMS. He received an
AB in economics from Princeton University
and an MBA from the Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Marguerite McNicoll

Marguerite McNicoll and her
husband lain were delighted
to join the WSMS community
when their older son (Miles
‘20) started in the Multi-Age
Program. Their younger son Henry thrived in
the Twos last year, and they are thrilled that
they have two more years of daily pick-ups
and drop-offs to spend time with the wonder-
ful WSMS community. Marguerite grew up
in Northern California, attended Deerfield
Academy, and received a BA from NYU.
She started her real estate career manag-
ing a large portfolio of residential properties
along the Upper West Side and Chelsea,
before transitioning to broker with the Corco-
ran Group. She has served on the Execu-
tive Committee of Deerfield, and is currently
a director on her co-op Board. She chaired




the recent PS 166 Book Fair, was co-chair
of WSMS’s Hooked on Books, a member of
the Admissions Committee, and a class rep.
She has actively volunteered with Auctions
and Fall Festivals. She is thrilled to continue
serving WSMS and to help further its impor-
tant legacy.

Kurt Miller and his wife Me-
lissa are happy to have been
part of the WSMS community
since 2015. They are parents
of one current WSMS stu-
dent and one WSMS alumni. Over the years,
Kurt has had the pleasure of serving as Auc-
tion co-chair once, as well as volunteering at
the Auction and Fall Festival multiple times.
Originally from northern Virginia, he moved
west for undergrad at Stanford. After gradu-
ation, he taught English in Japan for a year
before pursuing a PhD in Computer Science
at UC Berkeley. He and Melissa moved to
NYC in 2011 for Kurt's job at PDT Partners,
a quantitative asset management firm. From
2014-2018, Kurt was also an adjunct at the
NYU Center for Data Science.

Kelly Morrison Opdyke

Kelly Morrison Opdyke and
her husband, Jonathan, are
the proud parents of three
WSMS alumni. Kelly spent
ten years as a senior tech-
nical advisor for Cicatelli Associates Inc.,
a public health non-profit headquartered in
New York, where she led projects providing
technical assistance to community-based
organizations on the collection and use of
data for nationally recognized initiatives, in-
cluding the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
and the Avon Foundation Breast Health Out-
reach Program. She previously interned as
a research assistant with the New York City
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene,
and provided administrative support to con-
tinuing medical education programs at the
School of Sleep Medicine in Palo Alto, CA.
She spent her early career in digital market-
ing, co-leading an email marketing practice
at online ad pioneer, Beyond Interactive.
At WSMS, she has served as a class rep,
member of the Admissions Committee, and
two-time co-chair for the Fall Festival. She
has served as a WSMS trustee since 2017
and Chair of the Development Committee
since 2019. From 2014 to 2020, she also
served on the PTA Executive Board for the
Anderson School, serving two terms as co-
president. She received her Master of Public
Health from Columbia University, and a BAin
psychology from the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor.

Tenille Skelton

Tenille Skelton and her hus-
band, Travis Skelton, are the
proud parents of two WSMS
alumni. During her time at
WSMS, she was an active
parent volunteer, serving on many commit-
tees, including two years as Parents Associ-
ation co-president. Tenille received her BS in
finance and accounting at Tulane University.
She has ten years of experience in real es-
tate finance and capital raising, having spent
her career at The Carlyle Group, Goldman
Sachs and TPG. Tenille is a member of the
board of Grand Street Settlement, a non-
profit organization that provides programs
and services to over 10,000 under-served
New York children, families and seniors, and
serves on its Executive Committee and Ad
Hoc Real Estate Committee. Tenille is also a
member of the board of Rise Outside, a guid-
ing organization that provides adventure pro-
gramming for groups who have traditionally
encountered barriers to the great outdoors.

Gillian Weindling

Gillian Weindling has been
an active parent volunteer
since 2014. Gillian received
her BA in Women'’s Studies
from Barnard College. Prior
to starting a family, she worked in advertising
at McCann-Erickson in their New York office
as an account manager, and then moved to
Tokyo for three years to teach English. Upon
returning to the United States, Gillian spent
eight years as the Chief Operating Officer of a
boutique corporate financial restructuring firm
with offices in New York, Chicago and Los
Angeles. Gillian and her husband Adrien are
the parents of Sofia (class of 2017), Margaux
(class of 2019), and Elyse (class of 2021).

Liz Martorella,
Parent Representative

Liz Martorella is serving in
her second year as co-presi-
dent of the Parents Associa-
tion. Liz has been an active
parent volunteer over the last eight years,
having had the privilege of working alongside
many wonderful parents on various commit-
tees, including as co-chair of the Auction and
Fall Festival. Liz has over ten years of expe-
rience in pharmaceutical marketing and ad-
vertising, working at agencies like Sudler &
Henessey and LM&P. As an account manag-
er, Liz was a key player in the strategic plan-
ning and conceptual development of promo-
tional and educational programs directed
at medical professionals and patients. Her

marketing experience spans many therapeu-
tic categories, including Parkinson’s disease,
osteoporosis, prostate cancer, antibiotics,
antivirals and osteoarthritis. Liz received
her BA in psychology from SUNY Geneseo
and her MA in psychology with a focus on
cognition, perception and neuroscience from
NYU. She was part of a research team inves-
tigating the intersection of memory and emo-
tion in the brain and published findings in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences, a peer-reviewed scientific journal. Liz
and her husband, Ben Swinburne, are the
proud parents of Josephine (‘16), Vivian (‘19)
and current WSMS student, Isabel.

Christina Wang,
Parent Representative

Christina Wang is currently
serving as co-president of
the Parents Association and
has been an active parent
volunteer since her family moved to New
York from San Francisco in 2018. She has
served on many committees at WSMS, in-
cluding the Admissions Committee, and
co-chaired the Auction, Fall Festival and
Hooked on Books. Christina is the Clinical
Quality Director of Cancer Prevention at The
Institute for Family Health, one of the largest
community health centers in New York State,
with a mission-driven focus of providing high
quality, affordable health care and address-
ing racial and ethnic health disparities in
medically underserved populations. She re-
ceived her BA in biology from Rice University
and her MD from Baylor College of Medicine.
Prior to moving to New York, she worked at
Kaiser Permanente, where she was a Se-
nior Physician Partner and Medical Director
of Acupuncture. Christina and her husband
Henry are proud parents to Preston, Thomp-
son (WSMS ‘20) and current student Estella.

Kira Walker,

Faculty Representative

Kira Walker (née Haag) has
been at WSMS since 2017 as
76 a student teacher, assistant
- Lo teacher, and, for the last three
years, a head teacher in 4E. Kira is a Montes-
sori child herself, and attended Hershey Mon-
tessori from two through Upper Elementary.
After graduating from NYU, she found her
way back to Montessori as an assistant at a
school downtown. Believing in the Montessori
method and wanting to commit to the philoso-
phy, Kira trained through WSMS-TEP, with
which she now works closely as an instruc-
tor, supervising teacher, and field consultant.
In addition to her AMS credential, she has a
master’s degree in Early Childhood Educa-
tion from The City College of New York, as
well as her New York State teaching license.



DEIB IS AT THE CORE
OF OUR MISSION, AND
MARTHA HAAKMAT IS
HELPING US ADVANCE
OUR WORK

| The WSMS mission has—since our
founding—emphasized the importance
of equity and diversity in our approach
to education and in our community. In
2019 we substantiated that commit-
ment by bringing in Martha Haakmat,
the former Head of Brooklyn Heights
Montessori  School, who currently
serves on the NYSAIS, Brearley and
Early Steps Boards of Trustees. She is
the Executive Director of Haakmat Consulting, LLC, providing
leadership coaching and support for DEI strategic planning for
schools and other organizations.

Martha has an open, friendly, nonjudgmental approach, which
encourages conversations and sharing. Her initial work at
WSMS began in June of 2019 in a workshop with parents
on how to answer children's questions about race and the
protests for racial equity that spanned the globe that spring
and summer. She provided tips and strategies to help parents
handle their children’s questions and concerns about the ra-
cial divisions in our country. She had parents role-play as a
way to test and practice their responsiveness to questions.

She then created a series of workshops for faculty and staff,
throughout school year 2019-20, that built upon their explora-
tion of anti-bias in early childhood education, and investigate
ways to create a sense of belonging for every child, with a
focus on classroom culture and curriculum. She held individ-
ual meetings with teaching teams to support their particular
needs, and to have a deeper conversation about their class-
es, ideas and questions. This work broadened in 2020-21 to
training for the Board on applying an equity lens to their roles
at the governance level.

What Martha loves about WSMS is our mission, and our willing-
ness to learn together as adults in the service of our children.

Although Martha’s cornerstone is DEIB, her expertise has
a broad impact on interactions with children and adults, be-
cause the way to address equity is by being open and honest
in our connections and communications.

As Martha cogently reminds us, children come into the class-
room with open eyes. They observe, name what they see, try
things, are open to a different approach if the first (or second
or third ...) doesn’t work. They collaborate to problem-solve,
and learn from mistakes. They care.

In fact, children model for adults their openness to new ideas
and to sharing ideas, and their ability to have open and hon-
est conversation across differences. What adults sometimes
forget is how important it is to unlearn/relearn/practice.

Martha’s workshops are an opportunity for honest conversa-
tion, and ongoing learning for adults in a safe space. They
build skills’/knowledge, enhance their understanding of goals
and objectives, and build a culture of practice.

Another example of Martha’s approach is a faculty workshop
she facilitated with partner Molly Davis and Rebecca DuVall,
Librarian and Diversity Coordinator at Brooklyn Heights Mon-
tessori, on reading aloud with children. She focused on tech-
niques to not just read but to share, to talk about what was
read. and to encourage connection and critical thinking about
the pictures and text. In this way, teachers can use literature
to learn about how children make sense of their world. She
role-modelled how to navigate questions and spark discus-
sion. And she plans to hold a similar workshop this year with
parents.

She will continue to partner with parents, centering on our
goals and objectives and tracking progress toward them,
while connecting the school’s mission, and building a culture
of working together.
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Martha did two workshops with the Board last year, focused
on working with our leadership to put into practice a strategic
approach to equity in alignment with our mission and culture.
In June 2021 the Board approved an amendment to the By-
Laws, establishing the DEIB ad hoc committee as a standing
Board committee, cementing our commitment. She is sched-
uled to hold two sessions with the Board in 2021-2022. And
she will meet monthly this year with Admin on their roles, with
the goal of infusing equity into our policies and procedures and
systems, supporting what the faculty do in the classrooms.

Martha is genuinely impressed by the WSMS faculty: their deep
engagement, readiness to share experiences, willingness to
ask for support, and their rich, open and honest communica-
tions. As she has said, early childhood educators know how to
move beyond DEIB as an intellectual exercise in order to make
learning about equity a concrete experience for children.

Martha will expand her classroom coaching this year. Teach-
ers will send her an agenda of their questions/ideas for dis-
cussion on curriculum, how to partner with parents, and their
concerns. Martha will then foster dialogue, and provide re-
sources and guidance.

As Mimi said so eloquently to the school community last year,

At WSMS, we have a long-standing commitment to creating
an environment where every child and adult celebrates hu-
man diversity, recognizes injustice, and has the skill set fo
address it. We are working together to build an anti-bias com-
munity, a world in which all children are able to blossom, and
each child’s particular abilities and gifts are able to flourish.

Martha is helping us get there.

42 YEARS AT WSMS!

We had a lot to celebrate at the end
of the 2020—21 academic year, but
our happiness was tinged by the
departure of WSMS teacher, Joan
Shisler, after 42 amazing years.

Joan’s time at WSMS began in Sep-

tember 1979, in 3E. She was hired

as an Associate, working from 10:30

to 6:30, cementing her love of—and

commitment to—working with chil-

dren in what we now think of as LAP.
She quickly learned she was teaching parents as well as chil-
dren (her student, Beatrice, would often say, “You were my
daddy’s teacher”), and she became adept in her collabora-
tions and communications with families.

About 15 years ago, she took over the nature program from
Naomi Stern, which brought her into every classroom to ex-
plore and celebrate the wonders of nature with the children.
Joan is now “educating” her new puppy, Molly, and planning
a trip to Belize.

Joan has lots of memories, including the AMS conference in
Boston where she enjoyed the company of Dr. Gordon Mack,
one of WSMS'’s first visiting scholars (and the father of Mar-
got and Melissa). Another terrific memory was the 2010 trip
to Ghana with six fellow teachers; they shared their teaching
experience and were warmly welcomed into the lives and cul-
ture of the adults and children they met.

But, as Joan has said, “The greatest highlight has always been
the interactions, the congeniality of all my fellow teachers, all
the children and their parents I've had the privilege to meet,
and the staff of WSMS. They have all so enriched my life.”

When Joan announced her pending departure to her col-
leagues, she ended with a quote from Muhammad Ali: “Ser-
vice to others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.”

Joan, you have enriched our lives, and we miss you!




SARA BLOOMBERG

Central to Dr. Montessori’s approach
to education was that children are
inherently innocent and unbiased,
open to exploring differences in
many ways. We have embedded this
in our commitment to DEIB, in part
by ensuring that the books available
to children represent our diverse
community. But sometimes we forget
that diversity is broader than race or ethnicity.

Sara Bloomberg was a teacher at WSMS from 1996 to 2004
(and a strong influence on Bat-Or Rosenberg, as indicated
in her sidebar!). Since leaving WSMS, Sara has maintained
their commitment to Montessori education. Sara was a found-
ing director of Battery Park Montessori School, was the Head
of the Early Childhood Division of the St Augustine Public
Montessori School. Sara is a member of the AMS Board of
Directors and is Chair of Member Engagement and the LG-
BTQIA+ Affinity Group. Sara is a co-founder of Blossoming
Beyond the Binary, a consulting company that focuses on
helping schools to create environments that are LGBTQ-
IA+ positive and that promote Gender Diversity and Equity.
Sara has served as a field consultant and math instructor for
WSMS-TEP, Duhovkha, CGMS and VMAT. Sara names Mar-
lene Barron, Mimi’s predecessor as Head of School, as an
ongoing mentor and friend.

Sara sees their work as an LGBTQIA+ presenter, author and
activist as addressing the sometimes obscured gender facet
of DEIB work. Sara collaborates with educators and families
to help children (and adults) explore their own identities, as
well as understand and accept varying gender identities and
explorations by others. Sara quotes Dr. Montessori’s words
as a reminder of the importance of examining ourselves: “We
insist...that a teacher must prepare themselves interiorly by
systematically studying themselves so that they can tear out
their most deeply rooted defects, those in fact which impede
their relations with children. In order to discover these sub-
conscious failings, we need a special kind of instruction. We
must see ourselves as another sees us. We must be willing
to accept guidance if we wish to become effective teachers.”
(Dr. Maria Montessori, The Secret of Childhood, p. 182-183)

Sara lauds WSMS for our inclusive mission and website. Sara
recommended a few books to read with our children, and then
give them space to reflect. It turns out we already have them
in our classrooms and library!

Books on gender identity:

Jacob’s New Dress by Sarah Hoffman

Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love

Not All Princesses Dress In Pink by Jane Yolen
Lucia the Luchadora by Cynthia Leonar Garza
Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman

The Boy and the Bindi by Vivek Shraya
Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton

From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea by Kai Cheng Thom
Meet Polkadot by Talcott Broadhead

| Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel

A House For Everyone by Jo Hinst

The Gender Wheel by Maya Christina Gonzalez

WSMS-TEP ROSE TO
THE CHALLENGES

By: Mimi Basso

Like every other organization, WSMS-TEP (the WSMS Teach-
er Education Program) had to adapt its traditional approach to
providing Montessori training in 2020-2021.

This began with the summer of 2020. Usually, TEP provides
instruction to beginning Montessori teachers in the WSMS
gym, Demas Hall at the Greek Orthodox Church, and Met-
ropolitan Montessori (for Elementary). TEP holds in-person
classes across a spectrum of cohorts (Infant Toddler, Early
Childhood, Elementary, Administrator, and the Inclusion En-
dorsement). With the March 2020 closing of the WSMS facil-
ity, and the summer transformation of the gym into two class-
rooms, this was not going to happen!

Lisanne Pinciotti, Director of WSMS-TEP, and her incredibly
talented crew, did a quick pivot. They were able to run all of
their many programs remotely, despite having to re-design
nearly every aspect for virtual/remote participation. They
discovered that students actually needed more support, but
also that seeing their students in their own environments,
rather than on site at WSMS, was a major benefit. Ms. Pin-
ciotti praised the TEP faculty as supportive models to their
students: flexible, cheerful and realistic.
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Another critical thing WSMS-TEP did this year was re-connect
to TEP’s history by establishing the Roslyn D. Williams Me-
morial Scholarship, which celebrates the founder of CHAMP
(Central Harlem Association of Montessori Parents), the orga-
nization which evolved into WSMS-TEP. Williams’ goal was to
prepare parents to actively participate in their children’s edu-
cation and to expand the pool of Montessori teachers. CHAMP
was established in 1967, and was the first Black-founded
Montessori training program in the country. WSMS faculty
and administrators taught at CHAMP in the early years, and
in 1994 CHAMP moved to WSMS and was renamed WSMS-
TEP. The Roslyn D. Wiliams Memorial Scholarship will be
offered annually to a student who applies and identifies as
Black/African-American.

Equally important, last year saw the incorporation of ABAR
(anti-bias, anti-racism) into the TEP curricula, consistent with
WSMS’s focus on DEIB (diversity, equity, inclusion and be-
longing) in the children’s learning. Martha Haakmat, former
Head of School at Brooklyn Heights Montessori, has worked
closely with faculty and administrators for both TEP and
WSMS, through workshops and consulting, to ensure that cur-
rent and future teachers and administrators integrate ABAR/
DEIB awareness into their classroom experiences.

The TEP summer 2021 program was three weeks virtual,
three weeks in person (the gym was converted back to its
previous open space). Ms. Pinciotti anticipates expanding na-
tional options, adding faculty from other Montessori schools
and students from public schools, and creating professional
development opportunities for graduates and online work-
shops that could bring in people who are not TEP students,
among other things. She is deeply grateful for the partnership
with, and support of, WSMS.

And WSMS is deeply grateful to Lisanne Pinciotti and her team
for their efforts in meeting the challenges of the past year, and
for the enormous impact TEP has in preparing teachers and
making our school—and many others—so much stronger and
more successful.

BACK IN THE CLASSROOM

Bat-Or Rosenberg, currently a se-
nior at Touro College, had a gig this
summer as a student teacher in 2W
with Latisa, Margot and Miranda.

But it wasn't her first time in a WSMS
classroom: she was a student here
in her early childhood days, and a
member of the very first LAP class.
When the 2W campers found this
out, they were shocked and awed!

Bat-Or has fond memories of teachers, like Sara Bloomberg
and Marcia Polanco. And she remembers classroom activi-
ties, going to the roof (which seems much smaller now!) to
play games, and the warm and endearing environment.

Bat-Or has worked with young children since she was 15,
and her goal is to be a child psychologist in a community-
based organization that supports families. She has realized
that the best way to learn about children is to observe them,
that kids approach the world differently than adults do. Adults
see things as concrete; kids are open to radically differently
ways to explore and learn. When one step doesn'’t satisfy
their curiosity or need, they willingly take another approach:
for example, stirring in a new color of paint or sharing their
interest with a friend.

Bat-Or describes herself as a visual learner, but sees the im-
portance of sensual learning and how it helps children grasp

concepts. Perhaps that started at WSMS? Maybe she’ll even
find her way back to WSMS in a few years with her psychol-
ogy credentials to work with teachers and parents, and con-
duct workshops in child development!




STILL MOVING

— WSMS-TEP was honored last Feb-

?%\ | ruary at the Bergen-Lafayette Mon-

, \\\i* ‘ tessori School Gala in Jersey City

T e ¥ for providing service and support

: to the school, and scholarships for

their teachers in Montessori train-

ing. One of the other awards was

given to Nimbus Dance Company,

which partners and provides dance

classes after school for the children

at BLMS. Samuel Pott, the Founder

and Artistic Director of Nimbus, ac-

cepted the award, and in his acceptance speech, which was

after Lisanne Pinciotti’s, he mentioned what a small world it is
... he went to WSMS!

Sam remembers Elspeth MacDonald, a former WSMS teach-
er, as a very special teacher. In fact, his family and hers are
still in contact after more than 40 years. And he shared a vivid
memory of his father scaling the street lights at the corner of
92nd Street to hang the banner for the Spring Fair!

Sam trained in modern dance and ballet in college. His ex-
posure to creative movement required him to “unlearn” the
more disciplined approach to dance of traditional ballet, and
opened his eyes. His career has included both classic and
contemporary roles. Prior to founding Nimbus, a professional
dance company located in Jersey City, in 2005, he was solo-
ist with the Martha Graham Dance Company. As their website
says, Nimbus reflects his expanding “vision for dance and
the arts as a catalyst for equity, community development and
transformative cultural exchange.” His focus is creating and
exploring movement, while making dance relevant, available
and acceptable to engage the community.

Sam’s time at WSMS probably laid the groundwork for his
career. He loved movement activities, especially sashaying
across the “gigantic space” on the top floor. He sees exploring
movement and dance as not so different from other Montes-
sori activities ... testing options, trying different ways to do
things, pushing boundaries, using your body in creative ways
... And he loved the sense of community in the school, re-
flected in the Spring Fair and so many other activities.

In addition to Bergen Lafayette, Nimbus now provides classes
to some 7,000 children/year in their communities and schools,
and also offers classes on-site at Nimbus. And Sam is closely
tied to Montessori in another way: his daughter is a 6th grader
at Waterfront Montessori.

STRATEGIC PLAN
2021-2023
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 1963, West Side Montessori School (WSMS) was estab-
lished with the vision of providing Upper West Side families
with an option for innovative and dynamic early childhood
education programming, combining key aspects of the Mon-
tessori curriculum with the best practices of current child de-
velopment, and reflecting the economically, racially, cultur-
ally, and intellectually diverse community. To help navigate
the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond, the school’s families
and leaders undertook a strategic planning process to guide
their efforts from the school year 2020-2021 to the end of the
2022-2023 school year.

The strategic planning effort was rooted in WSMS’s Vision
and Mission:

We prepare children to be resilient, creative and indepen-
dent problem solvers. We are leaders in teaching Mon-
tessori principles and incorporate the best practices of
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modern early childhood education in our classrooms. + Goal 3: Enhance the ability of teachers and staff to

West Side Montessori School is a vibrant collaborative meet the needs of WSMS students.

community of passionate teachers, joyful children and Key to providing our children with the best possible early
engaged parents. Our diverse community is a reflection childhood education is a dedicated community of teach-
of the city in which we live. ers, administrators and parents for whom this is their

highest priority.
Through the strategic planning process, WSMS’s strategic

planning team identified four high-impact goals to pursue + Goal 4: Strengthen WSMS operations to ensure sus-

in 2020—2023: tained contribution to the highest quality education.

WSMS must maintain our financial strength and flexibil-

+ Goal 1: Ensure that WSMS continues to be at the fore- ity while continuing to achieve our goals of building an
front of national and international early education. inclusive community.

WSMS is a national and international leader in early
learning. We will continue to provide outstanding oppor- ~ WSMS’s leadership team and Board are excited to begin im-
tunities for children to learn the academic and personal plementation of the plan and advance the organization’s im-
skills reflective of the best equity-informed research on pact on its young learners and their families for years to come.
child development and social-emotional intelligence.

+ Goal 2: Strengthen partnerships with families to bet-
ter support their children’s education.
WSMS is a key partner and supporter of parents as they
nurture their children’s development. We will continue to ARTHUR SACHS
provide resources and programs to better support the
next generation of WSMS parents, building on family
strengths, cultural backgrounds, languages, and experi-

The WSMS community is saddened by the death last April
of long-time Board member Arthur Sachs. Art and Mary were
active parents from 1977 to 1986. Art served on the Board for
10 years, playing an important role as treasurer.

ence.

The Sachs family was profiled in the Fall 2011 issue of Great
Beginnings. Art’s sons, Tim ‘86, Chris ‘83, and Andrew ‘80,
have fond memories of WSMS, and especially of their time
walking to school with their dad. Chris and Andrew gave mov-
ing tributes to Art at his memorial service, and Chris even in-
cluded a story of Art cooking hot dogs at the WSMS Spring
Fair!

We send our deep sympathy to Mary and her sons.

Left to Right: Art, Mary, Andrew, Tim, and Chris
Photo by:Tatiana Urquiza
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2020-2021 REVENUE

Magical WSMS  \vsMS Gives
Spring Event 1% - Annual Fund 5%

Tuition, Fees,
Government
Programs 94%

FUNDRAISING EARENSES

R ES U LTS 2020_202 1 Building Financial Aid 14%

Maintenance 6%

WSMS GIVES
ANNUAL FUND $476,214

MAGICAL WSMS
SPRING EVENT.........cccccurnn. $106,719

TOTAL RAISED $582,933

Administrative
28%

Instructional
Expense 52%
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

WSMS GIVES

The Parents Association faced challenges never experienced before
throughout this past year, not the least of which was how to replace the An-
nual Auction, which has always been our source to fund financial aid, with
something that would involve the community in its creation, celebration and
donation. And they did it!

First, they re-structured Annual Giving and the Auction as WSMS Gives.
They expanded outreach through classroom and alumni Zoom gatherings.
And then they got the community to give ... time, talent and treasure!

Parent participation reached an unprecedented 97%)!

We are deeply grateful to our community for your exceptional generosity
and support.

o

Our apologies if we have inadvertently left you off or mis-labeled your contribution ... this year has been tricky in many ways!
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2020-2021

s

. =

Iva Mills, President
Myles Amend,
Vice President
Tim Daileader,
Vice President
Murtaza (Mort) Haque,
Treasurer
Jennifer Conway,
Secretary
Dana Bliss

Nikki Chase-Levin

Mary Pat Dowhy

Victoria Feltman

Joseph Gilbert

Steve Han

Natasha Kazmi

Nigel-Ann La Qua
Williamson

Scott Li

Kelly Opdyke

Tenille Skelton
Jing Wang
Kelly West
Liz Martorella,
Parent Representative
Gillian Weindling,
Parent Representative
Cailyn De Bie,
Faculty Representative

WSMS GIVES COMMITTEE 2020-2021

Ankur Keswani,
Co-Chair
Allison Kohrs,
Co-Chair
Yasmin Nozari,
Co-Chair
Marie Blondina
Shujian Bu
Jimmy Carroll
Raashi Chary
Gabriela Ciocarlie

Victoria Feltman
Shan Hicks
Tahnee Hill-Wood
Angela Hurley
Subash lyer
Lilian Kim

Eddie Laux
Melissa Mansur
Koren McCaffrey
Kurt Miller

Anna Osborn

FACULTY 2020-2021

Tamara Riewe-Moskovitz

Geneveve
Rodriguez-Avello

Jasmine Woodard Rose

Sherry Shi

Katie Sonnenborn

Carrie Sporer

Caroline Swiatek

Estelle Xu

Helis Zulijani-Boye

Nahid Abhar

Tora Alexander
Carol Baird
Valeria Benalcazar
Jackson Bistrong
Julie Cassese-Valentin
Cailyn De Bie
Karen Deinzer
Anne Donovan
David Eckert

Aldo Evangelista
Katherine Fordney
Shayna Gatling
Alexandra Gellner

Alice Gilbert

Jovanae Gilzene-Brown
Arlim Gonzalez

Kira Haag

Maiko Ishii

Thana Khouli

Florencia Lisita
Miranda Kate Liu
Donna Lovell

Margot Mack

Latisa McLamb-Gilmore
Robyn Mernick

Beata Owczarzak

Carla Patane

Marcia Polanco

Nubia Ramirez-Carson
Jackie Robinson-Hunte
Maria Rosado

Andrea Schor

Joan Shiisler

Danrley Silva

Melissa Silvestri

Carla Simms

Gretchen Amberg Stack
Stephanie Virgo

Nina Roberts

Yanjun Yao

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 2020-2021

Keith Alston
Mimi Basso
Matthew Bloom
Alyse Camacho
Desiree Care
Tina Connelly

Shawn Cumberbatch
Loren DeNicola
Maura Duffy

Vance Gordian
Habab Ibrahim

Judy Lyons

Melissa Mack
Lisanne Pinciotti
Amy Stoney
Jaqueline Zelaya
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ANNUAL FUND PARTICIPATION BY CLASS

T
Veronica Vazquez and
Francisco Da Silva
Maruti Sharma and
Sachin Jambawalikar
Marguerite and
lain McNicoll
Christine Hung and
Lloyd Nimetz
Kate and John Oliver
Angela Hurley and
Eric Rahe
Rochelle and
Geoffrey Rugarabamu
Randi and
John Sienkiewicz

T2
Olivia Oran and
Gregory Beaton
Alana Weiss and
Nicholas Boos
Jun Du and Shujian Bu
Kimberly Maxcy-Chang
and Leland Chang
Estelle Xu and
Shenghao Fang
Tahnee and
Charles Hill-Wood
Nayun Shin and
Simon Kim
Thabisa and John Lane

Evette Dalla and
Edward Laux Jr
Rory and Michael Leraris
Kathleen Livermore
Rachel Abramovitz and
Michael Schibanoff
Erika and
Elliot Silberstein
Carrie and
Matthew Sporer
Zhuojie (Sherry) Shi and
Bo Yang

1w
Chaztery Cruz and
Barry Cleckley
The Day Family
Angela and
Raffaele DiMaggio
Kent Gould and
Charles Herschel
Tahnee and
Charles Hill-Wood
Susanna and
David Huntington
Elena and Olivier Jacque
Rebecca and
Owen Laird
Catherine Kozen and
Amit Patel
Stephanie Bonan and
Samir Patel

Courtney Hughes and
Derrick Phelps
Qianwen Liu and Dai Shi
Jenny and
John Whittaker

Garden
Amanda and
Matthew Bacal
Saya and Dana Bliss
Latia McAlister and
Lydell Brown
Victoria and
Josh Feltman
Fay Sardjono and
Shujaat Islam
Aparna Sarma and
Khalid Kabir
Jean Kim and
Bong Young Koh
Tameka and
Owuraka Koney
Jian Kiang and
Raymond L. Loving
Margaret LaBombard
and Ted Marcus
Jeremy Newton
Jasmine and Evan Rose
Anar and Dale Stohr
Anonymous
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2E
Megan and
Nathan Brunner
Christine and
Michael Capilouto
Gabriela and
Matei Ciocarlie
Dena Hamden and
Christopher Fargo
Jamie Howard and
Rob Huntington
Rory and Michael Leraris
Lindsey and
Michael Lynch
Melissa Mansur and
Kurt Miller
Mary Dear
Sarah and William
(Adam) Schwarzschild
Catherine Chen and
David Sheng
Anne Whittaker and
Jesse Terry
Carla Patane and
Antonio Tomarchio
Jessica and
Durant (Fox) Walton

2w

Jonna and Nick Botsas

Sooyun Hong and
Brian Chan

Anna Osborn and
Darren Fultz

Gee Young Lee and
Steven Han

Shari Harpaz

Lynn Rasic and
Michael Harrison

Helam Gebremariam and
Subash lyer

Carmela and
Roger Knight

Yasmin Nozari and
Michael Lefferts

Ji Lee and Eric Liaw

Kate and John Oliver

Ava and Benjamin Safdie

Priyal and Bilge Tanyeri

Tehira Williams and
Troy Tribble

Nicole Breskin and
Jeremy Vandel

Mariela Flambury-
Williams and
Damian Williams

3E
Meredith Nickie Bennett
and Nathan Bennett
Nadine and
James Carroll
Julia Emanuel and
Eric Feinstein



DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BUCKETS
& o

;A‘JQA

Jessica Borowick and
Paul Flach
llana Goldman and
Jordan Goldstein
Sarah and David Kessler
Adey Fisseha and
Amanuel Kiros
Ting Chen and
Ken Myers
The Hendrixson Penn
Family
Becky Lewin and
Morgan Resta-Flarer
Julie and
Andrew Schaffer
Jessica Smalls
Katie and
Jonah Sonnenborn

3w
Caroline and
Adam Beshara
Christina Winters and
Howard Blaustein
Irina Shulmanovich and
Dmitry Gimmelberg
Baishakhi Ray and
Suman Jana
Lilian and Scott Kim
Julia Henderson and
Alexander Konstantinou

Elizabeth Mann and
Micah Lasher
Catha Fischer and
Jared Lister
Arana Shapiro and
Alex Macdonald
The O'Meara Family
Alexandra Young and
Thomas Reardon
Liz Martorella and
Benjamin Swinburne
Lily and David Trager
Christina and
Henry Wang
Wencan Tang and
Pinxing Ye

4E

Madina Axelrod and
Zaur Baghirov

Helis Zulijani-Boye and
Andreas Boye

Hiba and Sam Darwish

Carri Chan and
Matthew Ford

Ankur and Rohit Keswani

Vernaliz Co and Scott Li

Annie Kim and
Jeffrey Lin

Yihui Wang and Ping Lu

Mariajose Delgado and
Custodio Romero

Ladan and

Brendan Stewart
Jessica and

John Frederick Thye
Gillian and

Adrien Weindling
Sarah Paiji Yoo and

Kenneth Yoo

4w
Maggie Lu and
Timur Akazhanov
Gerard Vizcarra and
Nathaniel Antman
Olga and Cory Buland
Laura and Teddy Holzer
Suzanne and
Vinay Kumar
Jennifer Conway and
Victor Manuel
Erica Poon-McGovern
and Patrick McGovern
Courtney and
Rakim McGraw
Amy and
Sheetal Sharma
Dena and Timothy Sims
Caroline and
Jeff Swiatek
Christina and
Jacob Teichroew

GYM EAST

Ann and Peter Chung

Julie Toran and
Christopher Cost

Veronica Vazquez and
Francisco Da Silva

Megan and Curtis Hogan

Allison and Ken Kohrs

Taantee Karmakar and
Holden Lee

Linda Xingyan Li

Elizabeth Tyndell and
Matthew Lifshotz

Tamara Riewe-Moskovitz
and Tzahi Moskovitz

Marie Blondina and
Thomas Murray

EB Kelly and Josh Olken

Gwynell Craddock and
Ernest Perez

Laurie Grasso Turk and
Bradley Turk

Koren McCaffrey and
Jacob Waldman

Carolyn and
Paul Zweben

GYM WEST
Sasank and
Raashi Chary
Maritza Dono and
Mateo Chaskel
Chetna Khemka and
Matthew Chun
Megan and
Joshua Eisenberg
Dena Hamden and
Christopher Fargo
So Young Lee and
James Galloway
Rebecca and
Colin Kennedy
Evette Dalla and
Edward Laux Jr.
Surbhi and
William Martin
llana and Emeka Okafor
Sue Yoo and Jason Paik
Rochelle and
Geoffrey Rugarabamu
Melinda Churchville
Smith and Ted Smith
Geneveve Rodriguez
and Evan Williamson
Carolyn and
Paul Zweben
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ALUMNI FAMILIES, GRANDPARENTS AND FRIENDS

Carol Weston and
Robert Ackerman
E. Jean Adams
Marc Thomas and
Myles Amend
Barbara and Chip Angle
Wambui Bahati
Caroline and
Adam Beshara
Kathleen Massey and
Jim Blaney
Saya and Dana Bliss
Mary Pat Dowhy and
Donna Canfield
Susan and
Dennis Capilouto
Sandra Carlson
Lisa and Charlie Carr
Libby Cantrill and
Chris Chan
Tina and Isaac Chang
Chetna Khemka and
Matt Chun
Lisa and Mark Cicirelli
Andrea Cohen and
Rodger Citron
Lisa Cobert and
Eric Cohen
Christina and
Michael Connelly
Maggan and
Tim Daileader
Cecily and Joel Denny
Tatyana Dobryanskaya
and Andrey Dutov
Victoria and
Josh Feltman
Yelena and
Jon Friedman

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS

Damaris Hernandez and
Joe Gilbert
Mariana and Ollie Gilbert
The Gogolak Family
Elizabeth and
Edward Gonzalez
Monica Rodriguez and
Daron Greene
Henna and
Murtaza Haque
Aileen Hefferren and
Charles Harkless
Natasha Kazmi and
Qaisar Hasan
Laura and Teddy Holzer
Jing Lu and Kan Huang
Chenelle Idehen
Carmen Knoepffler and
Peter Ingerman
Brian Kelly
Sarah Babcock and
Josh Krepon
Shalinee Sharma and
Arvind Krishnamurthy
Lily E. Kurtz
Rebecca and
Owen Laird
Timberly and Chris Leite
Nami Soejima and
James Levy
Jill Kalish Levy and
Matthew Levy
Vernaliz Co and Scott Li
Catha Fischer and
Jared Lister
Madeleine Eakin and
Timothy Lister
Rosemarie and
Bonnel Lombardi

Kathleen Smith and
Xavier Loriferne
Judy and Jeffrey Lyons
Janice Kambara and
Larry Lytton
Jennifer Conway and
Victor Manuel
Marguerite and
lain McNicoll
Cindy and Lee Michel
Lorrie and Bruce Millman
lva Mills
Laura Montenegro
Margaret Nelson and
Willard Moore
Alicia and Jason Moran
Skyler Moran
Jisook Lee and
Bruce Moses
Marjorie Murray
Marie Blondina and
Thomas Murray
Belle Newton and
Blake Tyler Newton lll
Jeremy Newton
Kathleen Heenan and
Clarence Olmstead
The O'Meara Family
Kelly and
Jonathan Opdyke
Dara Mandle and
James Panero
Christy Silvester and
Joseph Patt
Reshma Rughwani and
Ravi Pherwani
Doralynn and
Jeffrey Pines
Xiao Cai and Wei Qian

AND MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES

Amazon Smile

American Endowment
Foundation

Ayco Charitable Gift
Fund

Bachman Strauss Family
Fund

BC Partners

Benevity

Blaustein Family
Charitable Trust

BNY Mellon Community
Partnership
Fidelity Charitable Fund
GE Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Goldman Sachs —
JK Group
Google
J. P. Morgan Charitable
Giving Fund
Jasteka Foundation

Lytton-Kambara
Foundation
Morgan Stanley
The Opdyke Family
Foundation
Schwab Charitable
Vanguard Charitable
WePay
YourCause
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Jacqueline and

Timothy Ramsey
Joanna and

Matthew Rego
The Richmond Family
Carole Rothman
Deborah and

Michael Rothman
Tracey Strauss and

Josh Sandbulte
Sarah and

Adam Schwarzschild
Tenille and

Travis Skelton
Geniel and

Marcus Strock
Colleen McGuiness and

Blake Sweeney

Liz Martorella and
Benjamin Swinburne
Lily and David Trager
Michael Urias
Rielly and Dax Vlassis
Yi Zhnag and Jing Wang
Bonny and
Jonathan Whitcher
Mariela Flambury-
Williams and
Damian Williams
Adi and Ayn Williamson
Elly and Anthony Wong
Lisa and Jay Yook
In Honor of Mimi Basso
Anonymous (2)



DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

WSMS GIVES

BENEFACTORS CIRCLE: $20,000+

Christina and Howard Blaustein
Hiba and Sam Darwish

Jean Kim and Bong Young Koh
Alexandra Young and Thomas Reardon

LEADERS CIRCLE: $10,000 TO $19,999

Qianwen Liu and Dai Shi

Helis Zulijani-Boye and Andreas Boye
Dena Hamden and Christopher Fargo
Fay Sardjono and Shujaat Islam
Allison and Ken Kohrs

Suzanne and Vinay Kumar

Lindsey and Michael Lynch
Jennifer Conway and Victor Manuel
Melissa Mansur and Kurt Miller
Ting Chen and Ken Myers

Kelly and Jonathan Opdyke

WEST SIDE CIRCLE: $5,000 TO $9,999

Christina and Henry Wang
Wencan Tang and Pinxing Ye
Sarah Paiji Yoo and Kenneth Yoo

Olga and Corey Buland

Victoria and Josh Feltman

Carri Chan and Matthew Ford
Gee Young Lee and Steven Han
Jing Lu and Kan Huang

Ankur and Rohit Keswani

Lilian and Scott Kim

Rory and Michael Leraris

Vernaliz Co and Scott Li

Ji Heun Lee and Eric Liaw

Elizabeth Tyndell and Matthew Lifshotz
Iva Mills

llana and Emeka Okafor

The O'Meara Family

MONTESSORIANS CIRCLE: $2,500 TO $4,999

Sue Yoo and Jason Paik
Dena Twain and Timothy Sims
Colleen McGuiness and

Blake Sweeney
Caroline and Jeff Swiatek
Laurie and Bradley Turk
Zhuojie (Sherry) Shi & Bo Yang

Lisa and Mark Cicirelli

Julie Toran and Christopher Cost
Maggan and Tim Daileader

The Day Family

Damaris Hernandez and Joe Gilbert
llana Goldman and Jordan Goldstein
Elena and Olivier Jacque

Maruti Sharma and Sachin Jambawalikar

Rebecca and Colin Kennedy

Tameka and Owuraka Koney
Jian Kang and Raymond L. Loving
Christine Hung and Lloyd Nimetz

Mariajose Delgado and Custodio Romero

Julie and Andrew Schaffer
Catherine Chen and David Sheng
Randi and John Sienkiewicz
Katie and Jonah Sonnenborn
Carrie and Matthew Sporer

PRACTICAL LIFE CIRCLE: $1,000 TO $2,499

Anar and Dale Stohr
Liz Martorella and

Benjamin Swinburne
Jessica and John Frederick Thye
Carla Patane and Antonio Tomarchio
Rielly and Dax Vlassis
Jessica and Durant (Fox) Walton
Gillian and Adrien Weindling

Marc Thomas and Myles Amend
Amanda and Matthew Bacal
Christine and Michael Capilouto

Kimberley Maxcy-Chang and Leland Chang

Raashi and Sasank Chary
Maritza Dono and Mateo Chaskel
Chetna Khemka and Matt Chun
Ann and Peter Chung

Gabriela and Matei Ciocarlie
Mary Dear

Julia Emanuel and Eric Feinstein
Anna Osborn and Darren Fultz
Mariana and Ollie Gilbert

The Gogolak Family

Henna and Murtaza Haque
Aileen Hefferren and Charles Harkless

Shari Harpaz

Lynn Rasic and Michael Harrison
Natasha Kazmi and Qaisar Hasan
Tahnee and Charles Hill-Wood
Laura and Teddy Holzer

Susanna and David Huntington
Brian Kelly

Carmela and Roger Knight
Thabisa and John Lane

Elizabeth Mann and Micah Lasher
Nami Soejima and James Levy
Linda Xingyan Li

Annie Kim and Jeffrey Lin

Yihui Wang and Ping Lu

Judy and Jeffrey Lyons

Surbhi and William Martin

Jeremy Newton
Katherine and John Oliver
Stephanie Bonan and Samir Patel
Xiao Cai and Wei Qian
The Richmond Family
Ava and Benjamin Safdie
Tracey Strauss and Josh Sandbulte
Sarah and Adam Schwarzschild
Amy and Sheetal Sharma
Tenille and Travis Skelton
Priyal Subramanian and Bilge Tanyeri
Nicole Breskin and Jeremy Vandel
Koren McCaffrey and

Jacob Waldman
Yi Zhang and Jing Wang
Carolyn and Paul Zweben




PATRONS:
$500 TO $999
Maggie Lu and
Timur Akazhanov
Kathleen Massey and
Jim Blaney
Saya and Dana Bliss
Jonna and Nick Botsas
Megan and
Nathan Brunner
Sooyun Hong and
Brian Chan
Christina and
Michael Connelly
Cecily and Joel Denny
Tatyana Dobryanskaya
and Andrey Dutov
Estelle Xu and
Shenghao Fang
Jessica Borowick and
Paul Flach
Yelena and
Jon Friedman
Irina Shulmanovich and
Dmitry Gimmelberg
Elizabeth and
Edward Gonzalez
Chenelle Idehen
Sarah and David Kessler
Adey Fisseha and
Amanual Kiros

Julia Henderson and
Alexander Konstantinou
Yasmin Nozari and
Michael Lefferts
Catha Fischer and
Jared Lister
Kathleen Livermore
Michelle Tsang and
Jeffrey Markowitz
Courtney and
Rakim McGraw
Skyler Moran
Belle Newton and
Blake Tyler Newton lll
EB Kelly and Josh Olken
Christy Silvester and
Joseph Patt
Lisanne Pinciotti
Joanna and
Matthew Rego
Melinda Churchville
Smith and Ted Smith
Mariela Flambury-
Williams and
Damian Williams
Elly and Anthony Wong
In Honor of Mimi Basso

FRIENDS $250 TO $499
Barbara and Chip Angle

DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Olivia Oran and
Gregory Beaton
Caroline and
Adam Beshara
Jun Du and Shujian Bu
Nadine and
James Carroll
Andrea Cohen and
Rodger Citron
Chaztery Cruz and
Barry Cleckley
Lisa Cobert and
Eric Cohen
So Young Lee and
James Galloway
Monica Rodriguez and
Daron Greene
Megan and Curtis Hogan
Helam Gebremariam
and Subash lyer
Baishakhi Ray and
Suman Jana
Aparna Sarma and
Khalid Kabir
Nayun Shin and
Simon Kim
Sarah Babcock and
Josh Krepon
Timberly and Chris Leite
Jill Kalish Levy and
Matthew Levy
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Kathleen Smith and
Xavier Loriferne
Marguerite and
lain McNicoll
Cindy and Lee Michel
Margaret Nelson and
Willard Moore
Alicia and Jason Moran
Tamara Riewe-Moskovitz
and Tzahi Moskovitz
Courtney Hughes and
Derrick Phelps
Reshma Rughwani and
Ravi Pherwani
Becky Lewin and
Morgan Resta-Flarer
Jasmine and Evan Rose
Deborah and
Michael Rothman
Rachel Abramovitz and
Matthew Schibanoff
Ladan and
Brendan Stewart
Anne Whittaker and
Jesse Terry
Lily and David Trager
Michael Urias
Bonny and
Jonathan Whitcher
John and
Jenny Whittaker

Lisa and Jay Yook
Anonymous

SUPPORTERS:

UP TO $249

Carol Weston and
Robert Ackerman

E. Jean Adams

Gerard Vizcarra and
Nathaniel Antman

Wambui Bahati

Meredith Nickie Bennett
and Nathan Bennett

Alana Weiss and
Nicholas Boos

Matthew Bloom

Latia McAllister and
Lydell Brown

Mary Pat Dowhy and
Donna Canfield

Susan and
Dennis Capilouto

Sandra Carlson

Lisa and Charlie Carr

Tina and Isaac Chang

Chaztery Cruz and
Barry Cleckley

Veronica Vazquez and
Francisco Da Silva

Cailyn DeBie




DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Angela and
Raffaele DiMaggio
Megan and
Joshua Eisenberg
Charles Herschel and
Kent Gould
Robyn Mernick and
Peter Herpich
Jamie Howard and
Rob Huntington
Carmen Knoepffler and
Peter Ingerman
Dylys Koney
Shalinee Sharma and
Arvind Krishnamurthy
Lily E. Kurtz
Rebecca and
Owen Laird
Evette Dalla and
Edward Laux Jr.
Taantee Karmakar and
Holden Lee
Madeleine Eakin and
Timothy Lister

Rosemarie and
Bonnel Lombardi

Janice Kambara and
Larry Lytton

Arana Shapiro and
Alex Macdonald

Margaret LaBombard
and Ted Marcus

Erica Poon-McGovern
and Patrick McGovern

Lorrie and Bruce Millman

Laura Montenegro

Marjorie Murray

Marie Blondina and
Thomas Murray

Kathleen Heenan and
Clarence Olmstead

Catherine Kozen and
Amit Patel

The Hendrixson Penn
Family

Dara Mandle and
James Panero

Gwynell Craddock and
Ernest Perez

Doralynn and

Jeffrey Pines
Angela and Eric Rahe
Jacqueline and

Timothy Ramsey
Carole Rothman
Rochelle and

Geoffrey Rugarabamu
Erika and

Elliot Silberstein
Jessica Smalls
Carrie and

Matthew Sporer
Geniel and

Marcus Strock
Christina and

Jacob Teichroew
Tehira Williams and

Troy Tribble
Adi Williamson
Geneveve Rodriguez

and Evan Williamson
Anonymous (2)

FOUNDERS FUND FOR FINANCIAL AID

Ayn Williamson
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS I

MAGICAL WSMS
SPRING EVENT

The Magical WSMS Spring Eventraised almost $107,000 (net of expenses)
though enthusiastic bidding on the Class Art Projects and Teacher Time
Projects, extraordinary participation in the Classroom Playdate raffle, and
amazingly generous participation in the Fund-A-Need projects. And, before
we even started the week of Magic, we had already received generous
contributions from an array of families and friends as sponsors and under-
writers.

Under the leadership of co-chairs Ankur Keswani (Isha, 4E), Allison Kohrs
(Zara, Gym East) and Yasmin Nozari (Cyrus, 2W), our dedicated committee
members came up with this amazing idea and made it happen! They cre-
ated solicitation letters and web content, decorated the Crabapple Grove
for the Classroom Art Project reveals, and manned a table at drop-off and
pick-up to encourage bidding, raffle ticket purchases, and support of Fund-
A-Need.

We are incredibly grateful to every parent who made this happen, to the
teachers who worked so creatively with the children, and to the many gen-
erous donors and prize winners ... your contributions, both big and small,
bring our community together and make this a special place. And your sup-
port of our financial aid program enables us, once again, to proudly wel-
come a new group of lifelong learners to the magical WSMS family.

BENEFACTORS AND UNDERWRITERS

ENCHANTED Vernaliz Co and Scott Li Elizabeth Tyndell and
BENEFACTORS Amanda Kan and Matthew Lifshotz
Christina Winters and John O'Meara Jennifer Conway and
Howard Blaustein Dena and Tim Sims Victor Manuel
Carri Chan and Christina and Kelly and
Matthew Ford Henry Wang Jonathan Opdyke
Fay Sardjono and Wencan Tang and Gwynell Craddock and
Shujaat Islam Pinxing Ye Ernest Perez
Jean Kim and Bong Koh Courtney Hughes Phelps
Caroline and UNICORN and Derrick Phelps
Jeff Swiatek UNDERWRITERS Becky Lewin and
Sooyun Hong and Morgan Resta-Flarer
BEWITCHED Brian Chan Rachel Abramovitz and
BENEFACTORS Liwen Xu and Matthew Schibanoff
Ann and Peter Chung Shenghao Fang Katie and
Hiba and Sam Darwish llana Goldman and Jonah Sonnenborn
Mandy Zhou and Jordan Goldstein Ladan and
Hao Day Elena and Olivier Jacque Brendan Stewart
Dena Hamden and Maruti Sharma and Liz Martorella and
Christopher Fargo Sachin Jambawalikar Benjamin Swinburne
Victoria and Lilian and Scott Kim Koren McCaffrey and
Josh Feltman Rory and Michael Leraris Jacob Waldman
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DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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FUND-A-NEED DONORS

FINANCIAL AID
Maggie Lu and
Timur Akazhanov
Mandy Zhou and
Hao Day
Julia Emanuel and
Eric Feinstein
Elena and Olivier Jacque
Tameka and
Owuraka Koney
Stephanie Bonan and
Samir Patel

GUITAR LESSONS
Susanna and
David Huntington
Chenelle Idehen
Tameka and
Owuraka Koney
Marie Blondina and
Thomas Murray

Kate and John Oliver
EB Kelly and Josh Olken

LIBRARY BOOKS
Maggie Lu and
Timur Akazhanov
Olivia Oran and
Gregory Beaton
Caroline and
Adam Beshara
Kimberly Maxcy-Chang
and Leland Chang
Gabriela and
Matei Ciocarlie
Jessica Borowick and
Paul Flach
Sharon Harpaz
Chenelle Idehen
Elena and Olivier Jacque
Maruti Sharma and
Sachin Jambawalikar

MAGICAL SUPPORTERS

Sarah and David Kessler
Tameka and

Owuraka Koney
Yasmin Nozari and

Michael Lefferts
Jian Kang and

Raymond Loving
Courtney and

Rakim McGraw
Marguerite and

lain McNicoll
Amanda Kan and

John O'Meara
Courtney Hughes and

Derrick Phelps
Amy and

Sheetal Sharma
Gillian and

Adrien Weindling
Mariela Flambury and

Damian Williams

Wambui Bahati

Chaztery Cruz and
Barry Cleckley

Loren and Jeff DeNicola

Annie Kim and
Jeffrey Lin

Catha Fischer and
Jared Lister

Judy and Jeffrey Lyons

Michelle Tsang and
Jeffrey Markowitz

Laura Montenegro
Tamara Riewe-Moskovitz
and Tzahi Moskovitz
Amy and
Sheetal Sharma
Erika and
Elliot Silberstein
Jessica Smalls
Melinda Churchville
Smith and Ted Smith

Tehira Williams and
Troy Tribble
Ladan and
Brendan Stewart
Gillian and
Adrien Weindling
Steven and Gee Young

MAGICAL SPRING EVENT AUCTION WINNERS

CLASS ART PROJECT
WINNERS
T1: Randi and
John Sienkiewicz
T2: Thabisa Lane and
John Parker
1W: Qianwen Liu
and Dai Shi
Garden: Victoria and
Josh Feltman
2E: Mary Dear
2W: Ji Lee and Eric Liaw
3E: Ting Chen and
Ken Myers
3W: Christina and
Howard Blaustein

4E: Helis Zulijani-Boye
and Andreas Boye

4W: Jennifer Conway
and Victor Manuel

Gym East: Allison and
Ken Kohrs

Gym West: Sasank and
Raashi Chary

TEACHER TIME
WINNERS

Drip, Splatter, Splash
... Tie-Dye the Jackson
Pollock way at WSMS
Castle

Lilian and Scott Kim

Liz Martorella and
Benjamin Swinburne
Christina and
Henry Wang

High Tea at WSMS

Castle

Wencan Tang and
Pinxing Ye

Potions, Tonics and
Magic Brews
Sue Yoo and Jason Paik

Tinker Bell’s Magic
Garden
Ankur and Rohit Keswani
Annie Kim and Jeff Lin
Jessica and John Thye
Gillian and

Adrien Weindling

Yucky, Messy Mud
Monsters, ahhhhhhh ...
Melissa Mansur and
Kurt Miller
Catherine Chen and
David Sheng

CLASSROOM

PLAYDATE RAFFLE

WINNERS

Garden: Bend It Like
Shawn & Amy

2W: Magical Ball and
Bubble Extravaganza
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VOLUNTEER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A BIG THANK YOU
TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

Because of COVID, this year was very different from our traditions ... no
Fall Festival, no Auction Gala ... But our parents rose to the occasion and
provided many creative opportunities to partner in our community support
and to make lifelong friends.

We could not be more grateful to PA co-presidents, Liz Martorella and
Gillian Weindling, and to each and every person named below.

PARENTS ASSOCIATION 2020-2021

PA CO-PRESIDENTS 1w 4E
Liz Martorella Charles Hershel Vern Co
Gillian Weindling Michelle Tsang Ankur Keswani
CLASS 2E 4w
REPRESENTATIVES Melissa Mansur Laura Holzer
Class Rep Jessica Walton Dena Sims
Coordinators
Christina Wang 2w Gym East
Lilian Kim Yasmin Nozari Marie Blondina
Jeremy Vandel Ernest Perez
T1
Marguerite McNicoll 3E Gym West
Nadine Carroll Eddie Laux
T2 Paul Flach Geneveve
Rory Leraris Rodriguez-Avello
Carrie Sporer 3w
Lilian Kim
Garden Christina Wang
Shan Hicks

Tameka Koney

MAGICAL WSMS SPRING EVENT

CO-CHAIRS Tom Murray Melissa Mansur

Ankur Keswani Courtney Hughes Phelps  Koren McCaffrey

Allison Kohrs Fay Sardjono Jasmine Woodard Rose

Yasmin Nozari Dai Shi Carrie Sporer
Antonio Tomarchio Caroline Swiatek

MAGICAL SPRING Jessica Thye

EVENT VOLUNTEERS Kenneth Yoo WSMS GIVES

Saya Bliss Wencan Tang TECHNOLOGY

Maritza Dono Sue Yoo SUPPORT

Sharon Harpaz Kurt Miller

Michael Harrison THANK YOU

Laura Holzer VOLUNTEERS

Elena Jacque Marie Blondina

Chris Lockhart Gabriela Ciocarlie

Latia McAlister Subash lyer
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ADDITIONAL WSMS COMMITTEES 2020-2021

GRATITUDE
CAMPAIGN
Ankur Keswani
Allison Kohrs
Caroline Beshara
Dana Bliss
Marie Blondina
Shujian Bu
Christine Capilouto
Nadine Carroll
Gabriela Ciocarlie
Evette Dalla
Maria Jose Delgado
Maritza Dono
Vicky Feltman
Dena Hamden
Sharon Harpaz
Tahnee Hill-Wood
Megan Hogan
Laura Holzer
Sooyun Hong
Gee Young Lee
Rory Leraris
Sarah Kessler
Annie Kim
Lilian Kim
Melissa Mansur
Victor Manuel
Erica McGovern
Courtney McGraw
Geneveve
Rodriguez-Avello
Rochelle Rugarabamu
Ava Safdie
Fay Sardjono
John Sienkiewicz
Carrie Sporer
Jessica Thye
Lily Trager

Elizabeth Tyndell
Gerard Vizcarra
Helis Zulijani-Boye

HOOKED ON BOOKS
Vernaliz Co
Marguerite McNicoll
Marie Blondina
Nadine Carroll

Laura Holzer

Allison Kohrs

Benny Safdie
Elizabethy Tyndell
Jessica Walton

NEW PARENT
OPEN HOUSE
Nat Antman
Dana Bliss
Marie Blondina
Mary Dear
Mariela Flambury
Adey Fisseha
Subash lyer
Elena Jacque
Catherine Kozen
Michael Lefferts
Latia McAlister
Lynn Rasic

Fay Sardjono
Antonio Tomarchio
Elizabeth Tyndell
Christina Wang
Sue Yoo

Ken Yoo

Sarah Yoo

NEW PARENT
HIPPO PLAYGROUND
PLAYDATE
Julia Emanuel and
Eric Feinstein
Carmela and
Roger Knight
Yasmin Nozari and
Michael Lefferts

NEWSLETTER
FOCUS GROUP
Kim Maxcy Chang
Evette Dalla

Julia Henderson
Melissa Mansur
Yasmin Nozari
Michelle Tsang

MERCHANDISING &
POP-UP SHOPS
Sooyun Hong
Annie Kim
Nat Antman
Maria Blondina
Danielle Bussolini
Maria Jose Delgado
Eddie Laux
Rory Leraris
Melissa Mansur
Geneveve
Rodriguez-Avello
Caroline Swiatek
Tahnee Hill-Wood
Carrie Sporer

WINTER CLOTHING
DRIVE

llana Okafor
Jessica Walton
Jessica Borowick
Shari Harpaz
Candice Idehen
Sherry Shi

Carrie Sporer

YEARBOOK
Christine Capilouto
Lindsey Lynch
Melissa Mansur

Fall Festival

Bulb Planting
Class Photo Day
Library Helpers
Year-End Picnic
(unfortunately these
events were cancelled)

Great Beginnings

2021

Very special thanks to the WSMS parents, the
WSMS faculty, and the WSMS administrative
team, who helped in ways too numerous to count.

Editor: Tina Connelly

Creative: Jenna Verhoff Wagner

Photography: WSMS Faculty and Parents,
especially Melissa Mansur and Lindsey Lynch

WSMS

West Side Montessori School

Founded in 1963

© 2021 WEST SIDE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

(WSMS)

Note: Bold indicates committee chair
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2 WSMS

West Side Montessori School

Multi-Age Program
309 West 92 Street, New York, NY 10025
212.662.8000

Twos Program
302 West 91 Street, New York, NY 10024
212.662.0394

Www.wsSmsnyc.org

West Side Montessori School
Accreditations & Memberships

American Montessori Society

New York State Association of
Independent Schools

Independent School Admissions
Association of Greater New York

National Association of Independent
Schools

Parents League of New York
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